
MAINE LEADING THE WAY 
TOWARD NET-ZERO EMISSIONS
Last year’s resolution to reach net-zero greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050 represented a significant step forward by the industry. This 
resolution was crafted with the participation of Maine fuel companies, 
and the expectation is that Maine will play a leading role in this 
transformation.

One exciting development in our backyard is the substantial 
award given by the Maine Technology Institute to Biofine 

Developments Northeast to create the first large-scale 
biorefinery in the country. This facility will convert 

woody biomass and wood waste into a chemical 
that can create an emissions-free heating oil 
substitute called ethyl levulinate (EL).

Transitioning to EL will also support Maine’s 
forest industry which currently contributes 

more than $8 billion annually to the state’s 
economy.

In the meantime, the heating oil industry 
is gradually adopting higher and higher 

blends of cleaner, renewable Bioheat® fuel, 
with a goal to achieve a 50% blend of Bioheat 
by 2030. Bioheat is a mix of ultra-low-sulfur 
heating oil and biodiesel, which cuts emissions 

substantially and gets our state and our country 
closer to a net-zero emissions future. 

To learn more about the home energy revolution in Maine, 
visit ExploreHeatingOilMaine.com. 

Source: oilandenergyonline.com/articles/all/theyre-making-fuel-wood-waste-maine/

YOUR FUEL COMPANY IS ALWAYS HERE FOR YOU

DON’T GET STUCK
It’s likely that many Mainers will continue to 
spend most of their time at home for at least 
the next few months. The last thing you 
need while your family is working, 
attending school or simply living 
at home is to have your old 
heating system break down 
and leave you in the cold.

There’s no better time 
to upgrade your heating 
system, especially if it’s more 
than 25 years old. Upgrading 
now will ensure that your home 
will remain a happier, more peaceful 
and stress-free place during the fall and 
winter months.

Plus, you’ll save money and reduce your 
carbon footprint at the same time. Upgrading 
to a new system can save you anywhere from 
20% to 40% — or more — depending on the 
age of your system. And because new systems 
are so much more efficient, you’ll be reducing 
your carbon footprint, decreasing greenhouse 
gas emissions and helping to move Maine 
closer to a carbon-neutral future.

If you’re ready to replace your old furnace or 
boiler, contact your local Maine fuel company 
to get started.
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As we all deal with COVID-19, fuel companies in Maine 
have adopted protocols to give their customers peace of 
mind during deliveries and service calls. Technicians and 
drivers will maintain social distancing (at least 6 feet) 
from the customer whenever possible. They will also 
follow all other CDC-recommended safety precautions, 
including wearing masks and sanitizing.

These are trying times for all of us, but you 
can rest easy knowing that your fuel company 
is doing everything possible to keep both its 
customers and its employees safe and 
healthy. If you have questions about 
deliveries or service, contact your local 
fuel company.

 EFFICIENCY 
MATTERS

in Maine



BROUGHT TO YOU BY YOUR FUEL SUPPLIER AND 
THE MAINE ENERGY MARKETERS ASSOCIATION

EASY WAYS TO 
CONSERVE ENERGY
Another Maine winter is not too far 
away. This year, we expect many 
homeowners to be even more 
focused on saving money and 
energy when they heat their 
homes.

Here are some easy tips that 
will help you conserve energy 
and stretch your heating dollars.

 Winterize windows with 
weather stripping (for moveable 
joints) and caulk (for nonmoving parts). 
Also, use a window kit to insulate the inside of your 
windows to keep cold air out and warm air in.

 Keep heating vents or radiators clear of furniture and 
other items so heat can flow freely.

 If you have a furnace, check the air filter a few times 
during the heating season and change/clean it when 
necessary. A dirty filter makes your furnace work 
harder, causing you to use more fuel. 

 Run your ceiling fans in reverse to circulate warm air 
that’s trapped near the ceiling. This allows you to lower 
your thermostat and still feel comfortable.

 Install smart, programmable thermostats to automate 
your home temperature settings. You could reduce 
your annual energy use and save as much as 10%.

IS AUTOMATIC DELIVERY RIGHT FOR YOU?
Are you signed up for automatic delivery? 
If you aren’t, we think you should be! Automatic 
delivery is a free service that takes away the 
hassle of having to order your fuel. Running out 
of fuel can be dangerous when temperatures fall 
below freezing. Not only are you left in the cold, 
but your home becomes vulnerable to water 
pipes freezing and bursting, which can cause 
thousands of dollars in damage. 

Automatic delivery removes the burden of 

checking your tank and calling in your order. 
Fuel companies use software to estimate how 
much fuel you are likely to use, based on daily 
temperatures and your past use. Your delivery 
will be scheduled when it’s determined your 
tank is about one-quarter full.

If you think this is the right service for you, all 
you need to do is call your fuel company and 
request to be placed on automatic delivery. 
It’s that simple!

Here’s your chance to be among 10 winners of a programmable, 
smart thermostat. Read the articles in this newsletter and then go 
to ExploreHeatingOilMaine.com/contest and correctly answer 
the three questions below to be entered into the drawing. 

1. The heating oil industry resolved to reach net-zero greenhouse 

gas emissions by           .

2. Automatic delivery reduces your risk of a                  .

3. If you have a                               , check the air filter a few 

times during the heating season.

No purchase necessary. A purchase will not improve your chances of winning. Employees 
of MEMA, its affiliates, agencies or vendors may not enter. Winner will be notified by email. 
Drawing will take place on or around 3/15/21.

A SMART 
THERMOSTAT!Win


